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I  have the honor to sutsntt the following report o f the work done in  the Massachusetts State Library during the year ending Jane 30, 1954.
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The ap p rop riation  fo r  the f i s c a l  year covered by t h is  rep ort  
amounted, to  * 1 2 3 ,830, oo. T h is amount was $4 ,28 1  l e s s  than the  
ap p rop riation  fo r  the preceding y e a r. The drop In  the appropria­
tio n  can be exp lained as due to  the f a c t  th a t l a s t  year there was 
©n unexpended balance o f $ 9 $ 6 $ 5 * ? 2 ,  T h is year the unexpended 
balance amounts to  $316,5©,on Septem ber 1 , 1953» M rs, H elen S .  Blum was a p p o in te d  a s  a Ju n io r  l i b r a r y  a s s i s t a n t  to  r e p la c e  M iss M argaret H ic k e y , who r e s ig n e d  J u l y  17 ,  1953 in  o r d e r  t o  a c c e p t a  p o s it io n  a s  a  t e a c h e r . On F eb ru ary  1 5 , 1954, Mr. C h a r le s  Walden was a p p o in te d  to  th e  p o s i t io n  o f  g e n e r a l handyman to  f i l l  th e  vacancy cau sed  by th e  prom otion o f  M r. C l i f f o r d  C ,  D o u g la ss  to  th e  p o s it io n  o f  s e n io r  l i b r a r y  a s s i s t a n t ,  ©a F eb ru ary  1 , 1954, M rs. E v e ly n  M. B u tte r  r e s ig n e d  h e r p o s it io n  as l i b r a r y  r e fe r e n c e  a s s i s t a n t  in  o r d e r  to  a c c e p t th e  r e t ir e m e n t b e n e f i t s  f o r  w hich she was e l i g i b l e  a f t e r  tw en ty-on e y e a r s  o f  s e r v ic e  in  the S t a t e  L ib r a r y . M rs. H u t t e r , who e n te r e d  th e  s t a t e  s e r v ic e  a s  M rs. E v e ly n  M ,C a m p b e ll, was m arried  l a s t  Septem ber to  Mr. W illia m  N u tte r  o f  Newton. In  a d d it io n  to  h er l i b r a r y  d u t ie s  M rs. N u tte r  was s e c r e t a r y  to  th e  l i b r a r i a n  and to  th e  T r u s te e s .
The S ta te  L ib ra rian  renewed h is  proposal th a t space be given  
to the S ta te  Lib rary and the S ta te  A rch ives in  a se o tlo n  o f  the  
rear o f  the second f lo o r  o f  the S ta te  House near Memorial H a ll  in  
order th a t a Treasure Hoorn be opened there fo r  the purpose o f  
d is p la y in g , in  modern fir e p r o o f s a fe s , v a u lts  and c a b in e ts , such  
tre asu re s as the Bradford Manuscript (1620-164?), the C h arter o f  
the M assachusetts Bay Colony (1629), the C o n s titu tio n  o f  th e
Commonwealth o f  M a ssa ch u se tts  (178c), th e  B i l l  o f  B ig h t s  o f  th e  f e d e r a l  C o n s t it u t io n  (1 7 8 9 ). T h is  p r o p o s a l can n o t he a c te d  on fa v o r a b ly  u n t i l  & new s t a t e  o f f i c e  b u i ld in g  i s  c o n s tr u c te d *  The
p
r e ce ss Commission on P u b lic  B u ild in g s *  cre a te d  in  1953* has been exten d ed  f o r  a n o th e r  y e a r . I t s  scop© in c lu d e s  th e  stu d y o f  p ro p e r f a c i l i t i e s  f o r  th e  s to r a g e  and p r e s e r v a t io n  o f  p u b lic  r e c o rd s  and docum ents in  th e  A rch ives o f  th e  Commonwealth,The S t a t e  L ib r a r ia n  ap peared b e fo r e  th e  l e g i s l a t i v e  com m ittee on S t a t e  A d m in is tr a t io n  a p p ro v in g  H .1 3 ^ 9 , p e t i t i o n  o f  Howard S ,  K u a s e ll  f o r  l e g i s l a t i o n  t o  p r o v id e  f o r  th e  s a fe g u a r d in g  o f  c e r t a in  ir r e p la c e a b le  o r  v a lu a b le  docum ents and o th e r  p r o p e r ty . The com m ittee re p o rte d  in  fa v o r  o f  t h i s  b i l l  and th e  b i l l  was r e fe r r e dt o  th e  com m ittee on Ways and Means where a  r e c e s s  stu d y  i s  b e in g*made o f  t h is  and s e v e r a l o th e r  b i l l s .  The same Ways end Means com m ittee has under c o n s id e r a t io n  and stu d y  H, 1111  o f  195** w hich p r o v id e s  t h a t  th e  t r u s t e e s  o f  th e  S t a t e  L ib r a r y  be a u th o r iz e d  to  p u rch ase  a  copy o f  th e  e a r l i e s t  law s e n a c te d  in  M a s s a c h u s e tts . R e p o rts  on b o th  o f  th e s e  b i l l s  w i l l  be made to  th e  n e x t s e s s io n  o f  th e  l e g i s l a t u r e .  The new b u d get in c lu d e s  an item  o f  § 1 2 ,0 0 0  t o  c o v e r  th e  p u rch ase  o f  th e s e  l 6*fl la w s .The S t a t e  L ib r a r y  i s  c o n tin u in g  th e  work o f  m ic r o film in g  f i l e s  and r e c o rd s  o f  a l l  s t a t e  departm ents f o r  th e  p u rp ose o f  in s u r in g  t h e i r  p r e s e r v a t io n  and s a v in g  sp ace w ith  th e  con seq u en t s a v in g  i n  e x p e n d itu re  f o r  th e  p u rch ase  o f  c a b in e t s . In  o rd e r  to  sp eed  up t h i s  o p e r a tio n  th e  p u rch ase o f  an a u to m a tic  cam era was a u th o r iz e d  by th e  Budget Com m issioner.
M iss E th e l M. Turner, L e g is la t iv e  Reference A s s is ta n t  in  th e  S ta te  L ib ra ry , atten d ed , a t  her own expense, th e  L e g is la t iv e
S e rv ic e  Conference which was held in  September In  Hew O rlean s. 
She a ls o  represented the M assachusetts s t a t e  L ib r a r y , a t  s ta te  
expense, a t  the annual meeting o f the American A s s o c ia tio n  o f  
Law L ib ra rie s  which was h eld  in  June in  Miami,lh© S ta te  L ib r a r ia n , a t  s t a t e  expense, represented th e 
S ta te  Lib rary a t  the annual meeting o f  the n a tio n a l A s s o c ia tio n  
o f - ta t e  L ib ra rie s  which was h eld  in  M inneapolis in  Ju n e .
ANNUAL EBPQET J u l y  1 , 1953-Ju n e  3<->, 1954
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Catalogue Department o f  the  
M assachusetts S ta te  Library
Ju ly  1 , 1953-June 30 ,  195#
c£ tid u iim z :t
!lttal no.of cards completed and revised {typing record) -  * 20,831 
The above includes:-
Law subject cards completed -  -  ----  579
U.S.Document cards completed * * * 2,#98
11,of cards eliminated or condensed:
Dictionary & Law 1,185
■ 'it&l n o .o f cards,m inus elim in a tio n s,a d d e d  to  c a ta lo g u e s - 19,553
IP J U 22S.
rtai n o ,o f cards in  Mew Catalogue 988,08?
Dennis A . Dooley  
S ta te  L ib ra ria n
te-.fr,ii-Mim',in^ janteht ,--L— ITn rK-ry f-T -1
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